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Waters of Wisconsin: the future of our aquatic
ecosystems and resources
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h\ " perspective, and a shortage of public-spirited
o

leadership.... A new direction should be
guided by an expressed ethos mvolving the

long-term health of the ecosystem and a new pledge for
equity.”
[Luna B. Leopold, “Ethos, Equity, and the Water Resource”

Abel Woolman Lecture, National Academy of Sciences, 1990
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EPA set to act on dumping
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Great Lakes ared
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water diversion



Partner agencies and organizations
WOW meetings and public forums
WOW forum, October 2002
FINAL REPORT, April 2003

Follow-up actions




3 Looking Forwz rd: Envisioning Wisconsin’s Water
4 Sustaining Wisconsin’s Waters
5 Water Policies for Wisconsin’s Future

6 Findings and Recommendations

Released during Earth Week:
www.wisconsinacademy.org




Wisconsin’s waters?
What are the key gaps, conflicts, and duplications in our current

policies?

What can be done to guide the state toward a sustainable water
future?
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Task Force shﬂuld examine a maj@ﬁ opic areas related ngater use,
management, and protection, amdﬁf’ess the long—term and cumulative

impacts of current policy on Wisconsin’s waters.

Task Force should undertake several specific activities:
 Inventory and assess current policy

identity policy gaps, conflicts, duplications, contradictions
identify scientific data, sources, and additional needs
develop statement of future directions and policy framework

make specific recommendations for legislative action
assess water education, monitoring, and research needs




WDNR. at Governor’s d n)
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Broad representation, open process — building on

WOW experience
Draw on agencies; university; citizens




Promote local projects that conserve, restore,
and sustain water resources

Increase public understanding of aquatic
ecosystems and awareness of important i1ssues

Highlight stewardship efforts of organizations,
agenclies, communities, businesses, and schools
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S50, Happy Wisconsin
& Year of Water !
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